Abigail Adams





The men declared, 


“We hold these truths to be self-evident, 


that all men are created equal,”


Your husband among the rebellious brave. 





Pen in hand you made your declaration. 


All women are created equal to men,


but if fell on deaf ears.





Didn't they hear?


You devour their books, building knowledge and passion.


You raise five children, one to be president.


You maintain a farm, through the toughest of times.


You appointed to court, seeking allegiance and truth.





You were the voice of the silent, 


young girls,


like you,


lacking education and power,


Slaves needing freedom.





“That they are endowed by their Creator 


with certain unalienable Rights, 


that among these are Life, Liberty 


and the pursuit of Happiness.”














Research Notes:


was appointed to position to question women who showed signs of remaining loyal to the crown during the revolution – first quasi-official appointment of a first lady


married to a president, son became president


wrote her husband beseeching him to think of women in the new independent America


raised five children, one a future president


was not formally educated, but read a lot


managed farm near Boston while John was away often


advocated for equal education of girls


wrote letters often


lifelong correspondence with husband


wrote to her husband throughout the second continental congress drafting the declaration of independence impressing upon him that it was an opportunity to create equality for men and women


remained an adamant advocate of equal public education for women and emancipation of African-American slaves


first first lady to live in whitehouse, hung laundry to dry in the unfinished east room





Resources


http://www.firstladies.org/biographies/firstladies.aspx?biography=2 


http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/first-ladies/abigailadams





